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MATERIAL ON RELEASES AND REIB~ED PRISONERS 

IN IHDONESIA 

SUMMARY 

The attached interview with Admiral Sudomo, commander of the security organ, 
KOP'i<AMTIB, is the most recent official statement on political imprisonment in 
Indonesia. What is new in the interview is Sudomo's assurance that all but 
100-200 of the untried category A prisoners will be reclassified as B-prisoners 
and released by the end of this year. Previously, it nad been assumed thnt all 
A-prisoners would continue to be held for eventual trial. In the interview, 
Sudomo repeats government figures for the number of prisoners still in 
detention and maken general comments on the position of released prisoners on 
their return to society. 

I'S CONCERN 

Although welcoming the departure fro~ previous policy marked by the 
commitment to release A category prisoners, AI continues to press for the 
immedia e and unconditional release of all prison rs of conscience who remain in 
detention without trial. 

The interview conflicts in many areas with information received by AI -
in particular with regard to the number of prisoners still in detention and 
the difficulty released prisoners have in finding employment. For an AI 
account of the current situation, you may refer to Research Mission to Indonesia 
and New Releases (ASA 21/o8/78) and Note on Releases and Numbers (ASA 21/01/79). 
It is worth stressing that AI believ s that at least 25-30,000 prisoners (and 
not, as Sudomo states 9,739) were stiJl in detention as of January 1979; and 
that although instances of forcible transmigration of released prisoners to re-

emcnt c-runps • in fact rare and except:ional, a combination of difficulties 
facing former detainees has meant that possibly as few aR 1% of them have been 
able o find employmen since being released. Among these difficulties are 
physical debilitation th need to produc a "certificate of non-involven:ent" 
to gain employment in~ sector of th economy, nd the shortage of relief 
funds to enable released prisoners to become ., If-employed. (See "The Story 
of a Tapol'', also at tac ed.,) There is no evidence in Admiral Sudomo' s 
interview tha h Indonesian government is s riously willing to face these 
problems. 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

l. The I~dcnesian env0rnm nt's undertaking to release all but 100-200 
A c tegory prisoners by the end of 1979 shoul be no ed and used in publicity 
whilst emphasisin tha Al's main co cern remains to press for the prompt release 
of nll prisoners of conscience including students and Moslems arrested in the 
pas y ar. 

?. Official indif ercncc o he plight of released prisoners as re lected in the 
Sudomo in crview may b sed in rroups' reli f work . 
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Translation of an interview with Admiral Sudomo given to a Dutch journalist at 
~he Mi~istry of Def0nce in Jakarta (from H3agse Post, l~ F~bruary 1979) 

Q. Ho~ many political prisoners are there left? 

A. As you know, w 
another 10,000. 

release a group each ye·r. 
So now there remnin 9,739. 

In 1977 10,000, las year 

Q. In October 1977, Amnesty International said there were still b tween 
55,000 2nd 100,000 political prisoners. 

A. That is ridiculous. Amnesty should come here and see. 

Q. You are inviting them? 

A. For me there is only one condition. If they change their ttitude, it's 
OK. If not, this relationship remains th~ srune. 

Q. What do you meen, change their attitude? 

A. Well, they should stop writing this false prop3ganda and disseminating 
their fals~ reports to the public. 

Q. Mayb~ you could contribute to that by letting the~ come (to Indonesia). 

A. That depends on hem. If hey want to sto , it's OK. 

Q. When will the last tapols be released, and will they really be released, 
all of them? 

Yes except for those who will be tried beca se we have enough evidence 
against them. 

Q. Yo mean the A-prisoners? 

A. :es 

How many of them are her still? 

A. 1,391. 

Will they all b ried? 

A. No, no all of them. Some of the will rec ive B-status. 

Q. And when will the reoaining prisoners be ried? 

A. A~ soon as possible. It should h ve happened by 
you know, the prepara ions tak a i eve: k . 
p stpon it o this y ar. 

How many A-prisoners will be bro ght to tr1 ? 

h end of 1978, b t as 
'11 just hevt:: to 

A. That's hE>rd to say. Maybe 100 or 200. 

.· 
A. 

A he remaining prisone s will go int the B-cat gory, and will 
subsequ n ly b released this y ar? 

Yes, hat (category) will be r 1 as d his y ~r. 

So, by the end of t is year, th r will remain a maximum of 200 rt-prisoners 
n ... ri1::d? 

,... Yes And then o course they ·i,1ill hava to wait _or the decision of the 
court. To give an example, a case may tak at least three to four months. 
That's tne ai ua ion. It is not easy. 

• •• /2 



. c. -

Q. You onGe said that of the B-prisoners, 30 to 40 pe,.. cent are 11dieha!·ds", 
who just refuse to forget their communist ideas, and that they might not 
be released at z.11. 

A. No, that's not true . Everyone will b2 released. So all of the B-category 
will be rele~aed this year . 

Q. Can the released prisoners, who have never been tried, take up their old 
trade or profession again? 

A. Yes, of course, why not. Unless they were members of the government . 
Public service is out of the question . They can return to the private 
sector only . The problem is the following: directly or indirectly they 
were involved (in G30S) becaus~ they were members of the communist party. 
But we have not been able to find enough evidence to take hem to court. 

Q. So, although no evidence has been found against them, they cannot return 
to the public service? 

A. Ho, because they were members of the communist party, that is enough. 

Q. That ~as not an offence when they ~ere arrested. The PKI existed openly, 
nnd there were millions of me .• bers. 

But now the PK! is banned. 

Q. The ouestion is, can you punish som one retrospectively for something which 
was not punishable when he did it? 

A. 

You should see this in the ligh of the ins1ru:tion to all members of 
the party (in the PKI-_arty program) o overthrow the government. They 
all know this precisely. And in that, they of course have their own 
responsibili y. So we must look at it from the point of view of state 
security. So we take no risk. Fo,.. that reason we detained them, but now 

e will release them a ain. Tha'~ now it is. 

Will those who were detained without trial receive indemnity? 

y should we giv the indemnity? ren't they PKI members? 

Q. Is that certain for all thos people? 

A. Yes. They have all b en party embers. 

A. 

Do rel ased prisoners get support from the government in order to start 
ne · life in soci ty? 

Yes, the g ve rnn:ent has aken m asures. Those who can't find a job, get 
five acr s of lend and a house in resettlements. That is on a voluntary 
asis. 

I don't re lly mean he trans:nigrnnts, but thos that return o their 
own vi 1 ~s. Do they e suppor ? 

That's no prob: m. They can r turn, so they are r c ived by the ople. 
Now it d pends u n the wh h r they can give up h 1r c unist 
id ology. 

Is there no lon er a condi ion which says tha 
their villa t:: if they "'-Ou. find \;:Ork there? 

hey can only re urn to 

h y ... n fi nd ' ·k in C) •• r l "C s . '? IS D '.) frChl , • 
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Q. When it is not certain that they can find work in their own village, are 
they still allowed to return? 

A. Yes, and the greater part tak~ up their old work - as farmers for instance. 
They used to have a piece of land, and they cultivate it again. 

Q. Is therP still city-arrest for newly-released prisoners? 

A. No, we have abolished thiso There is no city-arrest any more. There 
is no house-arrest. They are freeo They can go wherever they want. 

Q. They do not have to report to the police every week? 

A. For all civilians there is a rule which says that everybody that goes from 
one place to another, has to report. That is a law in Indonesia. So, 
when I come from A and I go to village E, then I will report: "I am here 
for so many days and then I will go home". That rule is in force for 
everybody. 

Q. So, the ex-prisoner that has returned to his village (say, Depok) doesn't 
have to report to the police of Depok every week? 

A. No, that has been abolished. 

Q. Has the "Surat Bebas G30S-PKI""' also been abolished'? 

A. Yes, that has been abolished as well. If 
in the public service especially, and you 
1965, then you do not need a declaration. 
you do need a declaration. But that is a 
necessary once, after that no more. 

you want a job, for instance, 
were not yet twelve years old in 
If you were older than twelve, 

one-time thing only. It is only 

Q. Are there many companies that don't employ people when they don't have a 
Surat Bebas? Does the government give instructions on that? 

A. Never has an instruction like that been sent out~ Companies may employ 
them, but you can understand that they don't want to take any risks. 

Q. That psychological test fer political prisoners, to which Dutch psychologists 
contributed, is thct still in use? 

A. Yes, it is still used. But I want to correct this: it is not true, 
what's written in the papers, that we used Dutch psychologists, We only 
talked with them about a system to find out what a person's ideology is 
like. 

Q. 

• 

But they helped ir. designing the test? 

No, that's not true. I myself was present at the designing of the test. 
They had nothing to do with it. There was an ordinary discussion (with 
Dutch psychologists in Holland). This terun of Indonesian psychologists 
has also been in England and America. Tb.ere they also spoke with a 
couple of professors. Well, from the results of those talks, the test 
was designed, which is 80 per cent reliable. Besides that, we also use 
the B.A.P., that is the declaration the suspected person signs after his 
interrogation. You have to compare it (the test) with that. And then we 
get to know whether the man is lyi~g or not. And so we know his ideological 
state. We express it in percentages. But it is not true we gave Dutch 
psychologists the opportunity to draft the questionnaire • 

Certificate of non-involvement in G30S-H<! 
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Indonesi~n psychologists talked with other psychologists in the 
Netherlands, England and America, and returned after that. The questionnaire 
was composed later, and by Kopkamtib really, not by Indonesian psychologists. 
The problem is: what measures can we take to find out someone's ideology? 
I have said to the Americans, don't you have a computer that we may put 
in someone's head, to know exactly what his ideology is? 

Q. How are the results of the test used? 

A. This test now is used every six months. For instance you get result A, 
and after six months result B. Then we compare: has he changed or not? 

Q. And that continues after they are released? 

A. No, no, during detention. When they are free, they are free. 

Q. So what it in fact amounts to is that people whose psychological tests 
have indicated that they cannot be trusted ideologically, will be 
monitored carefully once they hcive been released. 

A. Well, not exactly. In general these people will always be monitored. 
For us it is only a kind of documentation of all the prisoners. You should 
remember that we have had some bitter experiences; in 1948 we had the first 
communist coup, in 1965 the second. I don't think we can afford a third 
one. Therefore we have taken preventive measures, so that it won't happen 
again. 

Q. Many Islamic political prisoners were converted to Christianity during 
their period of imprisonment. I have heard that these people were prevented 
by the Islamic clergy from being baptized. Is that true? 

A. No, that's not true. The situation in our country is such that religion 
is a very sensitive issue. Very different from in the Netherlands. If 
someone here chooses another religion, then that is his right. Nobody 
can prohibit him from doing so: it is his conviction. The problem is 
that it cannot be made public because then you'll get comparisons like 
'this religion is better than that one', and then you'll get unrest. 
So, the government's opinion is that religion is a personal matter. But 
it should not happen publicly. It should be done quietly. But that we 
prohibit it is not true. 

Q. Has the transmigration of prisoners been voluntary? According to 
Amnesty International, these transmigration camps are in fact permanent 
penal colonies. 

A. Oh, just let Amnesty carry on writing! They are free to do so. If 
they don't want to, then there's always another group that wants the land, 
becouse it's very fertile. So at the moment everybody wants that land. 
For example, during the registration it appeared that 200 of the communist 
prisoners wanted to stay on Buru. The land on Buru is sufficient for only 
700 prisoners siace there are only 3,500 acres. So, 11 we give every 
flllilily five acres, that would be enough for only 700 families. 

Q. So other prisoners whc w nt to transmigrate shall have to choose somewhere 
else? 

A. Yes, but voluntarily. They can go to resettlements in South and West 
Sumatra, Jambi, West and East Kalimantan and North Sulawesi. 
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Interview with Ex-Prisoner of Conscience in Indonesia 

Attached is an English-language trarslation of n interview given by a 
former prisoner of conscience in Indonesia to 3 Dutch journalist. The interview 
app ared in Haague Post (The letherlands) on 10 Fe ruary 1979. 

The subject of the in erview is a Tapol (an cronym for "tahanan politik", 
political prisoner) . His nar.:e is not given in the interview, but it is evident 
that he was detained for oost of he period be ween 1966 and 1977. 

Al believes tha as of March 1979 at 1 as 5,000-,0,000 po:itical prisoners 
remain in detention in Indonesia, most of them imprisoned for 12 years or ore 
and most of th m untried. 

AI is circ!.4la ing and distrib ting his interview b caus 
0 treatmen of prisoners of conscience in Indonesia over th 

ki.d of difficulties they face o release • 

. . 

it illustrates 
past decade and 
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TTanslation from Wiecher Hulst's article in Haagse Post, 10 February 1979 

THE STORY OF A TAPOL 

He is 48-years-old and an ex-journalist. He has been 
imprisoned for a tota1. of ten years. He is small and 
very thin, hut his voice does not match his appearance: 
it is loud, and sometimes there is a resolution in his 
speech which makes one suspect that he was once 
decisive and authoritarian. He does not show any 
emotions. His voice falters just once, when he tells 
me how he was tortured. 

Q. When were you arrested? 

A. The first time in Jun.e '66. I was released after three months, but in 
September 1 68 I was re-arrested. I was finally released in December '77. 

Q. Of what were you accused? 

A. Tney ~aid I was a PKI-member. But that is not true and I have therefore 
always denied it. They may have thought I was lying, since I worked for 
a left-wing paper. I did sympathize wi~h communism, bu I have never been 
a party member. 

Q. Why were you arrested twice? 

A. A reporter working for another paper denounced me to the governnent. He 
said that I as a FKI-member. I kne him, he worKed for ••• (na~e of paper). 

Q. When ere you sent o ru? 

A. In September 1 ?6. Before that I was in the Salemba Prison in Jakarta, from 
May 1969 onwards. Bet een October 1 68 and ay •69 I as in an interrogation 
centre. There I was interrogated three times. Bu~ in Salemba, and als on 
B-.ir~, I h ve not b en intcrrogoted again. 

O. 'er yo rtured durin he in crro ation? 

A. es. The first t o ~es by m ans of an electric curren~. They at ached 
wires to my fin rs, and if I did not ive the correct answer, hen ••• 
then they s itched th current on. It came from a car ba tery. I do not 
kno its vol age, I hink it as e ve clts. Tha happened on t o 
consecutive days, from eight 'clock in the evening until three o'clock 
next morning. The hird ti e they beat me on my bac and neck -~th a 
rubber cudgel. I •as very painful and I could not wal~ for wo days. 
Aft r that I as a le to ove only slowly. But that as he ast time 
I was in errogated. 

at kina of food ere you given in prison? 

At first it was very bad. During he firs year in Salemba we r~ given 
100 grams of rice twice a day. ow and hen we would also be iven a li tle 
tempeh. But apart from that nothin , no sugar, no ve etables, nothin • 
After Decemb r 1 69 the situation improved and e eceived ore rice. 

ere your fello prisoners FKI-me bers? 

o, most of them eren't. They had only b en membPrs of SOBSI (th 
communis rade union) of the BTI (th co unist farmers' union) o ~ of 
Gerwani ( he communist wom n's organizat ion). And there ~ere also nany 
members of he youth organization. 
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Q. What was th, situn+-ion or. Buru like when yrm nrr1vt'i '1t >.( th<1 of 1 76? 

A. Bettt r than be for(. tt.c prison(rS w0r 
W. sold part of thE: lwrv ~·+- to th0 rov 
fertilizers and penti ides ?f,Pinst the 
fcrtiliztrs and p~sticides / re bourht 
camp administration~ 

~1:owed to rrow ri~ , rorn and ubi. 
rnment, ;1hich en'lbled · s to buy 
wcrC'ng (gr<.>cn Uy). Yts, th<.· 
fro,, he governMen , throu ~h th0 

Q. How much did the Ca!"'p administration pqy h prisoners for the ric£'J 

A. One kilogram cos ahout 100 rupiahs. I c, not know tht• official nric.._ t 
that time. It is quite possib}t they r • ived more for it, becPu~ thty 
in turr. ,,old it outcide th cemp. (Ac,. r1irie: to official statistics 
suppli~d by the Bank IDdonesin, the mqrK t pric for n kilogram of rice 
of average oui'llity in the begin~ing of 19~' W3~ be ween 12~ and 14, rupiahs, 
depending on he regionc Ed.) 

Q. Did you also hav? to give rice, Lorn nna l1 i to the camp administration? 

A. Yes , they had to eat nd drink tooc The prisoners were divided into 
21 nits , and every u!'lit had its own c-ommander and about 20 guards. 
Altogether around 400 men. And we had to feed them~ 

'ere th" r m<i:iy sick people? 

A. Yes , many people were ill, tht climate on Buru is v ry harsh. They were 
mainly TB-patients, I think 30C 0r 350, but perhaps mor0~ Every unit had 
its own sick wnrd. We built tlis oursPlves, and w., tried to treat the 
patients with simple medicines. 

Q. Who gave you the medicin s? 

A. Only the churches, Ca holic, and Protest3!1t, suppli d u~ with medicines. 
We received nothing at all from the gov{:.rnment. 

Q. When did you learn of your r leas(? 

A. Around 15 Dcc~mbcr. I WPS rcl ased to~cth0r with 42 other people in my 
unit , and or1 20 DecerJb(!r we left for Ja.trnrta by bo3t. 

Q. Did the camp managc~ent ~ention the su j lt of transmigrat ion before y~u 
were releas<;)d? 

A. No, never. I m.s only at a later sta.~t- th·.t I re.ad in .the papers that 
some prisoners are being trans .. ." grated a· in, that hey go back to Buru. 
But I do not kno any other prisoners ~c have been transmigrated. 

A. 

Did you manng to finri work L.fter your r •turn? 

Not as i ly. I r.ow eh pri vnttJ ly. r qm sure no paper wan to me ar.ymo e ft 
In fat I haven't ev~n ri£b; after nll, I am an ex- rieoner. Besides, 
I <l.!" 4 -years-old now, physicnlly very much wcaKer and I c nr.ot cop with 

h work ~nyrnore. My h alth has deteriorated, I catch colds usily, which 
m ans I .,..., unabl to worK for two or three weeks t ·~ time. 

Q. Do you have · Surat bebas ' S-PKI? (certific te of no -invo::Lvement in 
G30S) 

A. .~o, I didr.' fill in the form. A lot c f flI'FS employ only people who 
have thf't c rtificat . I couldn't ~e hn anyw!J.y. sine I'm an ex-prisoner. 
If I would apply fer i0bs, tt .. y would ask me fa· such • c rtificat{', so 
therl 's r.c. po in . I o l':in' work in ' chool ith r, exec.pt p rha s 
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in privnte ""- '"h:Jo~. 

.. 
~ 1V t t I l 

very litth. C'rtly ~~. rupi ly wif v r rr C'r. y l',y 
tht churches o l uy c> E \oi .:.r b "" t ilor 
hu sh Jo ) no"; h•wf f'G'1HY C'U. t r l~ )"" L tw0 or tl-,r 

week. 

Q. t upcn your ~cturn? 

A. W1'1lst I was in risor., cry f·l" .. lv a1 o h r k'1l"pon in Jc"k't.rt<t, ·.r~ 

I ti·we diffLr r;t- Cl i ~hbours now, cvf.ryl:> >ay i<nows I h'1ve bur. in 
priscn 0 OS cople c re fri ndly r n 4 aCC'( pt l 'l. ... 1 ... y. NC'v rthf.less, l 
WQS surprised to find uuch ~differ n· betw" n rich nnd pocr people.; 

he poo1 ore friendly 'lnd r t t-i Vt. : <tsily int0 their ~irr-lc of friends, 
·but the rich do not "'~nt tc a. •. !1t.t me. ~h~t difft.•rcncc is E::t:riking. 
Howevt: r . in gt no·..il peoplt r ~1 r cl tt at- I ·1m fr Pt.: < ['l.l.n; hi:y know w 
have sufferf'd badly. My f'1Mily rPcPi v 'd mt.> v ry kin< -bt"''rtedly. I kno\I 
there arc ex-nrisonerf' \"110 hav b en rc·j 1ct<:d b:y their frunilies , although 
I think they repr· cent a r•ir.ority; ost pcoflC' :ir"' h ppy o riavP u~ back. 
My wife too, she has w::u. ted for ml' for ten y ,ars. 

Q. Have you changed bE.causf' oi .'f" r i q:,risonmc.'n ? 

A. Yes. I have been in pr1sor for ten yt.<>rs nnd +-h most impor'truit thing 
is that I never used to bclicv• in God, but I dn now. I hav~ discovered 
God , and it h3s chang rry lif~. I wa~ an Lnormous xpericncc tu discover 
that I am someone who bel1 ves in God. Ar.d I shnll alw-:iys believe in God. 
I wi l l be baptized soon, but I h~vE been n Chrietian for a long time now. 
I al so want to bPcc~~ very activ~ in t. Chriotian movement. For ~xample, 
I contribt4te towards fiving :isc:istanc t tX-prisoncrs. The chur,h~s 
give l.em credit to st rt fl n w life, ri. c the government docs n.::t provide 
them with ,nything, not even rnon y t0 r y f'!' their fares when they wan+ to 
retur n to Jakarta. I , too, w~s given yo .. y by thE.. churches to pay for my 
fares . If it was not for the C!.ristinr n ... rchEs, c x- risoncrs would find 
themselves in a miserqble situntion; th cvernment giv said to tr'Uls-
Mig:rants only, hey prefer prisoners to tram:. ir:rn <.. ThC' government says 
it does not ,.rant tc- force the prisoners to ransm1grri.te. W 11, if they 
a::::-c going to ask me, I sh'll l re fu., -ind tell tile!"" tLa t I wnnt to live in 
J·k-.rta ·nd th1lt somehow or oth(.r I will ,et ysclf 1l ~ob. My experience 
on B ru has made me realize th·t life is hard. ~any of us wer~ not used to 
leadin( ~he life vf fnrme~ . ~no tht- soil 01 Buru is very poor, very 
inf rtilc,;. One needs to USt.; r":my f<,r ilizers in ord r o grow " ything, 
and the wereng causes many probl ~~. I do n>t w'1nt to lend a life. like 
the.• again. 

Q. Do th policE kPep ~ ye 0n you? 

A. o, I don ' t .hink so. Th.<i.t w.-.uld be C'l.n iMPU', ib::.l i ty, h r r so many 

Q. 

A. 

of us. It would b too difficult; En. of thouE"'lnds f prisoners h'1VE. 

becu rcl 'lsed. 

Did you ever spe~ to thP rr:3n whc, 1cnounc d yo4 t 
time? 

h r;ov rnment - t tr,e 

Certo nly. I sa,, him nn1 nsK i hi wl r h r '>l1zed wnat h hPd done. 
H asked me to f r iv"' him. T .li l I 1o not fc~ 1 any h t for ... 
hi . I forl!:flVe him '1nd I h'lv (, d 1r 

.. .... c ·.nnot hn c,; him. sin., I 
bcli ve in God. Whqtever I Qf'y h'1V£ b 'fl, h<it p riod 1.6 OVt;l'. 

Wiecher Hulst 
Hnags Post . 10 ~cbruary 1979 




