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POEMS BY SUGIARTI SISWADI, AN INDONESIAN POLITICAL PRISONER

SUMMARY

Attached is an information sheet about Sugiarti Siswadi and two of her
poems. The information sheet explains the nature of her detention and
her connection with women's organisations in Indonesia. It also summarises
very briefly the banning of the women's organisation, Gerwani along with
the Indonesian Communist Party.

DISTRIBUTION

This circular and thc attached poems and information sheet are being
sent to all national sections. The poems and information sheet are for
public use.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Please can the national section translate the poems and information
sheet and publicize them. They should be sent in translated form to
women's groups and women's magazines. The national section should ask
them if they would publish these pieces. Please could the national
section also try sending them to magazines which publish poetry.

Please could you translate and send on this material as soon as
possible. It would be good if it could be sent to appropriate magazine
editors before the cnd of September. This is the anniversary of ten
yeare of military rule. It is also the anniversary of ten years of
political imprisonment for tens of thousands of people in Indonesia.

In addition the national section might find it useful to provide
extra material about women in detention in Indonesia. This material
was sent to national sections on June 3rd 1975 in NS 107.
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EXTERNAL
TWO POEMS BY SUGIARTI SISWADI

WOMEN

No longer

are we guilded posies
engaging when compliant
exquisite when yielding
enchanting when submissive.

to hell it is our duty to go
to heaven permitted to follow.

and no longer !

are we blossoms cast aside

downtrodden

selling our sweat for next to nothing
workers at half price '
no security

no egality

only duty

we have cried out

from behind the walls of segregation
from the.clutches of the spiteful bed
from the nightly business in the gutters
from the revenge of unwilling wedlock
"we are human beings!"

FREEDOM

Freedom has changed the face of the world

it rules the mind, the hecart and the person

it dispels the mist hanging over the mountains, the valleys
the shores, the fields; the factories and the cities

and the hearts of us,women.

now we arc no longer

just giving birth to worker soldiers.
we too arc worker soldiers.

no longer just wives of people's heroes,
we too are people's heroes

and when the fortresses of obsolete time are smashed
and workers! power stands proudly on our land

we shall no longer only tend the graves

read the prayers and weep for the dead

we shall be part of the foremost ranks.
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EXTERNAL

These two poems were written by Sugiarti Siswadi, an Indonesian
woman who has been in prison since 1966. Sugiarti comes from Central
Java. Her husband is also in prison and her two sons and daughter have
been looked after by relatives during the ten ycars of the parent's
detention. Sugiarti is about 48 years old.

Sugiarti established hersclf as a well known writer and poet in
Indonesia an the early 1950s. She was particularly well known for her
short story Paradise on Earth and for her contributions to the Communist
Party newspaper Harian Rakyat until the paper was banned in 1965.

Sugiarti was also a leader of the Jakarta branch of the leftwing
cultural organisation, IEKRA and a member of the leftwing women's
organisation, Gerwani. Both these organisations were banned after the
abortive coup in 1965 and many of the people associated with these
organisations were arrested in the aftermath of the coup. Sugiarti
was co=editor of the Gerwani magazine Api Kartini. This paper was
named after Indonesia's most outstanding women's emancipationist and
educationalist, Kartini, who died in 1901 when she was in her ecarly
twenties.

At the time :{ the abortive coup and the counter coup that
brought General Suharto to power in October 1965, Gerwani was one
of many mass organisations which were banned togéther with the Indonesian
Communist Party. The merbership of Gerwani numbered over one million.
After ten years four leading Indonesian women have been tried. They
have received stiff sentences ranging from 15 to 20 years for their
alleged subversive activities at the time of the coup. They were not
accused of involvement in the coup attempt itself. Two of these
women were Gerwani leaders. These four women are likely to be the
last women tried for a long timn to come. Of the hundreds of others,
including Sugiarti Siswadi, still in prison in Indonesia most of them
will never receive a trial, will not know what they are accuséd of or
when they will be set free. :

Scptember 30th is the tenth anniversary of the abortive coup
in Indonesia. TFor tens of thousands of people it is also the anniversary
of ten years of political imprisonment.





