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FOEMS BY SUGIARTI SISWADI, fJ IIIDOIIBSIAN POLITICAL PRISONER 

SUMMARY 

Attached is an information sheet about Sugiarti Siswadi and two of her 
poccs. The information shcc cxplnino the nature of her detention and 
her connection with women's organisations in Indonesia. It also summarises 
vccy briefly the banni g of the women's organisation, Gcrwani along with 
the Indonecia.~ Communist Party. 

DLC:TRIBUTIO T 

his circular and t attnchcd poems a d i~formatio sheet arc being 
sent to all national sections. The poems nnd information sheet arc for 
public use. 

Please can the national sectio translate the poems nd information 
sheet and publicize the~. They should be sent in translated form to 
occn 1 s groups and women's magazines. The national section should ask 
hem if they would publish these pieces. Please could the national 

section also tr~; sending them to azincs which publish poetry. 

Please could you translate and send o this material as soon as 
possible. It would be good if it could be scn to appropriate magazine 
editor before the end of September. This is the anniversary of ten 
ycnrs of cilit3I'Y rule . It is 1 o the anniversary of ten yclll's 0f 
political imprisonment for to of thou 3nds of people in Indo.csia. 

In dditio the nntiotal section ight find it useful to provide 
extra ma rial about wo en in detention in I on~sia. This material 
was sc t to nationnl section~ o. June 3rd 1975 in S 10? . 



EXTERNAL 

fO POEMS BY SUGIARTI SISWADI 

Ho lo. er 
are we guilucd pouics 
engaging w.cn compliant 
exquisite when yielding 
nchanting when sub1issive. 

to hell it is our duty to go 
to heaven percittcd to follow . 

a d no longer 
arc we olossoms cast aside 
dow:'ltr0dden 
sclliI g our sweat for next to nothing 
workers at hn.lf prico 
no security 
.o cgality 
only duty 

we have cried out 
fro bt.Jhi d tl.e :alls of segreg'.\tion 
from the clutches of the spiteful bed 
from the nightly business in the gutters 
fron the revenge of unwillin wedlock 
"we are humnn beings!" 

Free om has changed the face of tho world 
it rules the rnind , t.o hc~t and the pcrso 
it dispels the mist hangin over the mountain~ , the valleys 
the shcrcs , the fi~ln ; the factories nnd the cities 
and the hearts of us , worn n . 

no•· re nrc no lon er 
just givin birth to work~r soldiers. 
we too arc worker soldiers. 
no lor.ger just wives of people ' s heroes , 
we too ore people ' s heroes 

and when the fortresses of obsolete ti~e nre smashed 
and workers ' po er stands proudly on our land 
we shall no longer only tend the graves 
read the prayers ru d weep for the dead 
we shall b part of the foremost anks . 
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EXTERI~AL 

These two ponms were written by Sugiarti SiGWnUi , an Indonesian 
woman who has been in prison since 1966. Sugiarti comes from Central 
Jnva. Her huGbnnd is also in prison ru d her two sona and daughter have 
been looked after by relatives during the ten years of the parent ' s 
detention. Sugic.rti is nbout li-8 yoar.s old. 

Sugiarti established herself ns a w,11 known writer and poet in 
Indonesia an the early 1950.s. She was particularly well known for her 
short story Paradiso on Earth and for her contributione to the Communist 
Party newspaper Harian Rnkyat until the paper was banned in 1965. 

Suginrti wns also n leader of the Jakarta branch of the lcftwing 
cultural organisation , IEKRA and a member of the leftwing women ' s 
orgnnisation , Gcrwani. Both thece organisations were banned after the 
abortive coup in 1965 and many of the people asoociated with these 
organisations were arrested in the aftermath of the coup. Sugiar t i 
wa.s co-~ditor of the Gcrwani magazine Api Kartini. This paper w s 
named after Ind0110'"'ia ' s most outstanding women ' s cmnncipat ionist and 
ducationalist , Kartini , who died in 1901 when she was in h~r early 

twenties . 

At the time ~1' the abortive coup and the counter coup that 
brought Gcnernl Suharto to power in October 1965, Ger wnni was one 
of r.1a.YJy mas organisations which wore banned together with the Indonesian 
Communi"t !' rcy . The mc1 bcrship of Gerw i nur.iber cd over one milli on. 
After ten years four leading Indonesian women have be\.)n tried . ~hey 

hnve received stiff sento1ces rnnging fro 15 to 20 years for their 
alleged subversi vo ncti v:i ties at the tir.10 of the coup. 'l'hey were no 
accused of involv .. mcnt in the coup attempt itself. Two of theoe 
women wore Gcrwani lenders. Those four w men are likely to be the 
last women tried for n long ti 1" to come. Of th hundrodr of other s , 
including Sugiarti Siswadi , still in priGo:-i i n Indonesia mm:;t of them 
will never receive trial , will not know what they ore accused of or 
who they will be set free . 

September 30th i ~ tho tc:ith n.u ivorsru~.Y uf the abortive coup 
in Indonesia. For tons of thousand" of people it is also the anniver s ary 
of ten years of political imprisonment . 




