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The situation of political prisoners in Indonesia remains essentially the 
same as it was when Amnesty International last approached IGGI states a 
year ago. At that time, Amnesty estimated the number of prisoners at a 
minimum of 55,000. Many independent observers feel that Amnesty is con­
siderably understating the position. 

1. Numbers 

During 1973, the Indonesian authorities produced two new sets of 
figures regarding the numbers of persons in political detention; these 
figures are in conflict not only with earlier official statistics, but 
also with each other, confirming once again the unreliability of official 
statistics. 

In an address to the People's Deliberative Assembly (MFR) on 12th March 
1973, President Suharto stated that there were 2,000 "A" Category pri­
soners, a marked decrease from the earlier official figure of 5,000. In 
July 1973, the President supplied figures for the position at the end of 
June, 1973, to a visiting journalist according to which there were 2 1 457 
"A" Category detainees. This fall indicates that nearly 2,500 detainees 
who were originally scheduled for trial ar e not after all to be brought 
to court; they have presumably been re-classified, although no official 
explanation regarding this has been forthcoming. 

With regard to "B" Category detainees, President Suharto stated on March 
12th that there were 13,117. In addition, there w~re "some prisoners 
who, since they are still under interrogation, have not yet been classi­
fied"; here, he was presumably referri ng to the "X" Category prisoners. 
In July, however, President Suharto said that, at the end of June, there 
were 26 ,650 "B" detainees and 7, 1 ·14 "X" detainees. The journalist added: 
"I was also told that on the same date there were 9,898 on Buru". There 
is ambiguity as to whether the Buru prisoners are included in the total 
of "B" detainees or are in addition to it . Whatever the figure intended 
the total of "A", "B", and "X" Category detainees given is far in excess 
of the figure that Amnesty International had been led to expec t, namely 
23,000, once "C" Category detainees were released. In March 1973, Presi­
dent Suharto stated that all "C" detainees had been released, but the 
above figures indicate that this cannot be the case; rather they indicate 
that a large number of "C" Category detainees have been re-classified as 
"B" Category detainees or have been transferred to the "X" Category, and 
are now awaiting re-classification. 

Indeed , President Suharto has been quoted as s t ating that a prisoner's 
classification can be expected to change with the acquisition of new 
evidence, and that this is a continuing process. Amnesty International 
believes that this constant re-assessment of the classification of de­
tainees, so many of whom have been held in prison for many years already, 
not only adds to the legal insecurity of these detainees by delaying their 
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release or postponing their trial, but also renders suspect any undocu­
mented accounting by the Government of the nature and scope of the pro­
blem o 

2o Trials 

A number of i;rialc have taken place during the course of 1973, but 
the Government has not published any figures recently about the number of 
trials held so f aro In June 1973 , General Sumitro, then Commander of the 
Command for the R~~torntion of Security and Order (KOPKAMTIB) was r eported 
in the pr ess as 3aying that as from 1973, trials would be held at the rate 
of 200 per year , Information collected by Amnesty during 1973 indicates 
that the number of trials held during the year was far lower than 200, but 
even if this rate wer e achieved, it would take 13 years to complete the 
trials of tho~0 now ~aj.d 1;0 be "A' 1 Category detaineeso A large number o"f 
these detainees have been in detenti on for ~years alr eady, and most of 
the remainder fo~ at :east four or five yearso Thus, even at the promi sed 
rate, many of the "A' ' pd.:::oners will have been in detention f or a total 
of 15 years or rr.o~e tefor e being brought to trial o 

3o Condi tions 

Amnesty International has r.ontinued to receive information which 
confirms ~hat the Standarc Min~mum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 
are being flaG~antly vio1~~cr:o In particular , it i s deeply concerned 
about evidence of a ser·iouc:; wo:cscning of detention conditions as a r esult 
of deterio~ating iood sup~lieH t0 the prisoners , the total absence of 
ouppli es c: clothing , ,:i.n.d the co-1~_Ln11ed lack of contact between detainees 
and families o Mru.nu~ri t.; on is knO\m tc be wi despread in pri sons and 
places of detentior. +h:::·ousnout the c:-11n:ry; ~.:he situati on is parti cularly 
serious i n Sal E:mba Pd s0n, J c-..!<::rr~a , j n Amba.ra1.1a Prison in Central Java, 
in Kalisosol(Fr:f30!lir. Bu~abaya, E~st JQv~ and i n a piace of detention on 
t he out:skirt n of -U.Jung Pando.nc, So~lth Sulawesi o Three detainees i n 
Salemba Frisr;n 1.:(cci. in E• Eingle W3ek i n December ·1973 from malnutri tiono 
While statist~cs +-0::- th .... c~~nth ra·c') a·~ Ambc.rawa Prison are unavailable, 
it is known tha t a m.m.'.Jc,_~ of detaine~s have been taken to hospital from 
the pri~on, sufferi np; fro111 advari-:ed rnalnutri tiono Furthermor e , many 
detainees on Bl~~u, particillarly those who r eceive no supplementary sup­
plies f rom thei:..A fci.rr.il·i.0s , have J:"l') clothes and are clad in obm~xious 
r ags which ca7'n0t everi be \· 'Qshed because the detainees are never gi ven· 
any soapo Health conQLticns on Buru are also extremely bad ; Indonesian 
journalists who vi::i tccl the :i_sl anJ in Oc t ober 1973 r eported that, on 
occasion, as n.2ny as '?(f~ o: the C:.etainees in a single unit have been 
afflicted with mal:l:-ia c..nd ·~hat 9 detainee:J out of a total of less than 
1 ,000 in chis ~k~e unit ar~ suf1cri ng f~om tuberculosis o The Times 
article quotes Pr'=sidcn·~ f,uha.,..to as stating in August 1973 that there 
were 9,898 prisoners on Buru; this means that 102 prisoners had died 
there since the establishment o: the camp in 1969, a mortality rate of 
over two persons a montho 'Ihis f i gure i s all the )'Ilore serious in view 
of Government assurances that only abl e-bodied men who had been medically 
examined were transferred to the i sland, and moreover that all were under 
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45 years of age , although Amnesty Inter national knows of prisoners on Buru 
who ar e now in thei r l ate f i f tieso 

4o Buru Detention Camp 

Recently, the Indonesian authorities have made considerable efforts 
to present an improved i mage of detention conditions on Buru island, the 
detention area which has drawn the most interna tional a ttention a nd con­
cern since its establishment in 19690 Gener al Sumi tro visited the i _sland 
in October 19730 Considerable publicity was given to the reported, amen~ties 
provi ded by the authorities and there were interviews and meetings with a 
small number of prisonerso However, only one of t he detainees interviewed, 
a prisoner named Poerwadi, expressed satisfacti on with the conditi ons under 
which he was being held on Buru (he is one of the 84 prisoners who have 
been joined by _ wives and families), while all t he others spoke warmly of 
their desire for f reedomo 

During the course of his visit, General Sumitro announced that the Indo­
nesian G,overnment was intending to i ntroduce a system of " social integra­
tion" on the island, which he pr esent ed as the solution for political 
detentio-no Before commenting on the Government's report ed intentions in 
this r espect, Amnesty International would like to s tress that t he i mmediate 
trial or release of all untried prisoners i s the only solution that accords 
with the princi ples l aid down in the Universal Declarati on of Human Ri ghts o 

In the absence of a verbati m report of what General Sumitro said, we can 
only summarise reports made by several journalists who accompanied him on 
his vi s it to Buruo "Soci al integr a tion" is intended to apply only to Buru 
which holds l ess than 3CJ% of all political prisoners ; furthermore, its 
application, even withi n Buru is r estricted to those who wi l l comply with 
certain criteria t o be descri bed below and wi ll in eff ec t be vs.lid only 
for those prisoners who a r e joined by their wi ves and families; so far 
only 84 families have come t o Buru whi ch accounts for less than 1% of the 
total number of det ainees in the island camp o As far a s can be gleaned 
from jour nali s t s ' report.s, "soci al integration" wi ll mean that detainees 
in question will be permitted to engage i n economi c intercourse with the 
surrounding population i n order t o achieve self- sufficiency in the ful ­
filment . of their basic needs o It is not clear, however , whet her the 
gover nment will permit the detainees free and unfettered use of money ; 
at the moment, detainees are not permitt ed to handle moneyo Neit her wi ll 
the detainees be granted freedom of movement as it i s at all times implied 
t hat they will be permitted to i ntegr ate socially only within the confines 
of Buruo Nor i s it suggested that they will be allowed t o leave the island 
even t empor arily or t o communicate uncensored with per sons elsewhereo I n 
fact, " social integration" implies a syst em of per manent exile , under which 
detainees, even if no longer referred t o as detainees, will continue to 
live under constant constraints and super visiono 

Mor eover, restrictive and unsatisfactory as it is, "social integration" 
is t o be based not upon a proper legal settlement of the cases of the 
detainees in question, but will be dependent upon the fulfilment of two 
conditions: firstly, a change i n t he way of t hinking and attit•de of 



-4-

the detainees, and secondly, a willingness on the part of society to 
receive them backo These are not standards which sntisfy the require­
ments of juridical norms , but ones which will be based upon an arbi­
trary evalua tion of attitudeso 

5o ,!iew Purges in Ci vil Servi~ 

In 1973, all government departmencs announced that all civil 
servants descri bed as Category c personnel \JOUld be purged , over a 
period of 18 monthso A sample of tne announcementG is the Decision Noo 
019/1973 of the Minis t er of Health dated 12th July, 1973 \;rhich explains 
that the decision i s based on an instruction of the KOPKAMTIB (Army 
Security Command) TR 484/KOPKAM/V / ·1973 o C Category personnel are those 
who were rank-and-file members of t he various organisa tions and trade 
unions deemed to have been l e ft-wing whi ch were banned together with 
the Indonesi an Communist Party i mmediately after the ubortive coup in 
October 19650 

The extent of the impa ct the purge may have on vari ous sectors i s indi­
cated ·by a press report in November 1973 that 43 lecturers and administra­
tive personnel would be affected by the purge in the Diponegoro University 
Semarango 

6. New Arrests in J anuary 1974 

Student unrest in the latter part of 1973, which was dir ect ed at 
government economic policies, culminated in demonstrations of protes t 
against the visit to Indonesia of the J apanese Prime Mi nist er, Mro Tanaka 
on 15/16th January J.asto Following the demonstrations , a large number of 
arrests were made, according to offi cial figures about 750 persons in allo 
Those arrested i ncluded several noted Indonesian 8conomists and lawyers, 
as well as many oembers of ~hP Students CounciJ of the University of 
I ndonesia in Jakarta a~d other student leaderso 

Some of those held were youngsters, s tall-keepers, pedicab drivers and 
others ; of these, a few have been brought to court on charges of breaking 
in and lootingo It has not been possible t0 evaluate the weight of evi­
dence against them nor to discover the rights the accused were granted 
i n defending themselveso 

As with the position of those political prisoners held in connection with 
the events of 1965, Amnesty International finds it difficult to ascertain 
whether government pronouncements regarding the status and numbers of 
those still in detention are trueo For an i1.dication of the unreliability 
of government pronouncements, we point to repeated assurances by govern­
ment spokesmen that detainees 1 families are informed of the whereabouts of 
their arrested relatives and are permitted access to make visitso Reports 
that have reached Amnesty indicate however that some of the families do 
not know the place of detention and have J10t been allowed to make visitso 

According to one recent figure published by government spokesmen , there 
are now 31 persons still in detention in connection with :the Januar'l 
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demonstrations, and these are described as the "hardcore" elements, respon­
sible for organising the movement of dissent. A statement by the Chief of 
Staff of Kopkamtib, Admiral Sudomo early in March indicated that these 
people would be brought to trial on charges connected with the subversion 
laws and could be liable to the death sentence. We give below brief details 
of a few of those who are still being detained and are awaiting trial . 

1 . Professor Sarbini Sumowinata Professor of Economics at the University 
of Indonesia; Head of the Central Bureau of Statistics until 1964. 
After the coup, he was closely connected with President Suharto's 
"kitchen cabinet", but broke away from the group of economists who 
subsequently became the core of Suharto's team of technocrats. He 
was a member of the PSI which was outlawed in 1960, and never restored 
to legality under Suharto . 

2. Dr. Dorodjatun Kuntjorojahti Economist; Lecturer in Economists at 
the University of Indonesia. Post-graduate studies at Berkeley, 
California in the late 1960 1 s. Frequent contributor of articles to 
Tempo, a critical weekly magazine . 

3. Yap Thiam Hien (about 60 years old) Lawyer; Head of the Human Rights 
Institute; Deputy Chairman of the Indonesian Bar Association (Persatuan 
Advocat Indonesia) ; member of the International Commission of Jurists 
and of the World Council of Churches. 

4. Adnan Buyung Hasution Lawyer; Director, Legal Aid Bureau. At the 
end of 1973, he was becoming more outspoken in his criticism of the 
Army Command, KOPKAMTIB, which he described as 'unconstitutional' . 

5. Haji C. Prinsen Also a human right s figure ; Secretary of the Human 
Rights Institute. He was arrested and held for several months in 
1972, when protests about the Indonesia-in-Miniature project were at 
a climax. 

FoJ_~mi.:i.ne; the c:kn:on::>tro. tion:. i 11 J c.nuo.r:i ~ 1971:., pi·o tes+:ir-..g o.bou t the visit 
to Indon~si~. of ~Tafo.n~se Priflle Minister, K. T::maka, a nur.1ber of nc\-:.rspapers in 
Jakarta c.nd clset!lv:re ha.ve beon bc.mnc'l. In cor.H~ cas~s, p"..lbl:i.shing perr.ii tG have 
been revoked, uhir ... l1 meo.ns thr:.t the~ i;.npcr~ •:ill not be o.llm·1ed to appear any more. 
:n ethers, p:"il. ~ing permits h;,:nrc been _·evoked? 1.1hich means that they may at sor.ie 
fu"';~c t::.me t~ allc ·Pd t o r0appc:-.r. 

The pap:?ro c· 1r~~ently banned a!'c ! lfaris.r.1_~, £~bad_i, Musantara, J~esia R§>~, 
2.£~".!!~ .!Lz:.;:.:::~~~~;.!!l"~ (J·~·mrta Da:i.lies); Su;buh BcritaTsurab~ya Daily);E:q?res, 
.Per.ndu In_:~~~:i.~, ~p.u.n4, }'1~~,E~ _ _!ndo~~- (.Jakarta \/ecltlies). 

Jo1u·n::J .istc of these pup3rs i.r:U.l have to be 'cleared' of invol\~ement in the 
15th J a11t1.ary, 1974 cveatr-; (in acl<li tion to nr cdinc clearon-:e of invol vcr.ient in 
the October ·~965 e•1ents) before t.hoy can be employed :i.n any other or~rui of the 
pre.:>so 




