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REPORT TO ANNESTY 

Adam Malik was unfortunately in Bonn during the week that I wns in Djo.kD.rta 
and Mochtar Lubis thought it was pointless to t alk to nnyone in his Ministry 
especiD..lly as there would be an opportunity to see Nalik in Mnnila at the One 
Asia Assembly which we were both going to nttend. However , Malik flew in to 
make o..n opening speech ~nd flew out again to open n session of ECAFE in Thlngkok 
and I wns only able to have ten minutes with him in his hotel, but all the same 
I think the meeting was quite useful. 

In Djakarta Mochtar Lubis arrnnged for me to sec the Sultnn of JogjD.karta, 
the Minister of Information (Budjardjo) and Dr. Hatta who is ndvisor to the 
President. I had an hour with each of them. 

I also saw Mr. Yap , Blickenstaff of UNDP (three times) ~nd fortuitously the 
Major-General commanding Central and Western Sumatra (Widodo) , nnd a member of the 
Supreme Advisory Council (Professor Johannes). 

I have written fairly dctailerl accounts of the conversations with members of 
the Government and with Yap, but it may perhaps be useful if I give a little of 
the political and economic background which I picked up from the mo.ny conversations 
I had with journalists nnd others. (For an up to date nnd informative o..ccount of 
the political scene I recommend nn article by Rosihan Anwnr in the April issue of 
Pacific Community, a quarterly published in Tokyo) . 

The economic outlook is bleak. Although Suhnrto has done wonders in putting 
mi end to inflation (there is no longer a Black Market rate for the rupiah; 
arriving travellers are not asked how much currency they bring with them;) the 
economy is stagnnnt and the population is increasing by 3 million a year. Family 
plnn.ning offers no solution either in the short or the medium term. The only way 
to relieve the population pressure on Java is by m~ssive re-settlement 
(Transmigracie) to the underpopulated isl2.nds. So fnr the Transmigracie policy 
has been a comparative failure, the highest figure achieved in any one year being 
4o,OOO people, most of whom seeped back ngain to Java. This is the field in 
which UNDP may be able to help, but it is probably unrealistic to expect any UNDP 
progrnmme for the re-settlement of prisoners except as part of n much wider 
operation, for the population as n whole . 

The Islamic leadership is frustr.:i.ted. As the Amnesty pnper "Background to 
Indonesia" points out (p.3.) the reforming Masjumi Party has not been allowed to 
re-appear. The new Islamic Party, the PMI, is led largely by religious leaders 
who arc not strictly politicians (the l~ck of political lenders has alwnys been 
a besetting weakness of the Muslim po.rties). The Army is seculnr nnd distrusts 
the religious leadership and has now mGde sure that in the 1971 Elections the 
Army will retain control of Parliament and of the Assembly. 

In his article Anwar st.:i.tes that there is a very high rate of conversion to 
Christianity (last year the figure was 250,000) . Although many of the converts 
are Chinese Indonesians there ure still sufficient Indonesian Muslims nmong them 
to cause disquiet. The reasons why so many of the young are losing faith in Islam 
arc no doubt complex but whatever the causes their loss to the faith must add to 
the bitterness of the Islamic leaders. Anwar also warns Suharto that if he keeps 
the lid too tightly clamped down on political activity he may go the way of Ayub 
Khan. 

I have dealt with the frustration of Muslim leaders at some length because I 
think it may have n <lirect bearing on the prospects of the 'C' Category prisoners • 
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:iou will &ve tr_:-.'I:: -Umost everybody wi. th whom I talked referrefl to the hostility 
felt iH t:ti -:. - i.~ 1 ..., "' :s towi'trCls ~-he priscmcrs beco.uGe they are Communists a.nd 
Communism is a thre.:tt to Isl 1.m. It must of course be remembered that if the 
1965 'Coup' had succeeded then the Communists wotl<l have trJten over. It must 
also be remembered that as in Greece in 1944, the CommuniGt3 committed the most 
drennful ntroci ties in 19L~7, pc.rticul.-rrly in Madiun where t:iey seized power but 
also in Centr.::l.l Jnvn . And people have not forgotten. 

Ilowovcr, Yap saia. thn.t except when they go berserk the Jo.vo.nese arc very 
docile nnd could be persuaded by Government prop~~undn to drop their hostility 
to the pri.soncrs, but he SEl.W no sign on the purt of the Gov0rnmcnt of any 
willingne•;s to effect .my rcconcilintion. The Minister of Inform'1tion gave · me 
the impression thc..t he hnc"i to t ake account of Muslim sensi bi li ties nnc1. thn-'-, for 
nll hia p":otcE"'"...,tionc , he \!~ .... ~ not :Likc:i..:1 to do v0ry 1.1t>.ch to -'b:ttc these pre judiccs. 
As long as the present mood i s ullowed to continue it will tii<.J<c i-: more difficult 
for the prisoners to return to normr,l life ruid I ~m o.frni d that it mny be used ns 
nn excuse 1Jy the Government for going slow on the rclc<:lSC'S of 'C' Category 
prisoners. 

I got the impression thn.t no-one i s according them much priority: they c:>.re 
at once a.n emburrnssment a.nd a.n economic burden. Pressure from the outside world 
should certainly be mnint~ined or else there is a danger that they will continue 
in prison in con::>tc.ntly \·rorsening conditions, but pressure must be chscreet. 

In the rneuntime there is, I think, a good chance of the Government agreeing 
to o.llow the I. C.R. C. in to inspect CD.1!11'.)S, and to provi0.e medicinal nnd other 
supplies. The agreement between the I.C.R.C. and the Greek Government m~de a 
good impression. For many rco.sons, which nre obvious, inspection with no 
publicity, nnd with the Red Cross reporting only to the Indonesian Government, hns 
grc "'.~ ~-:trnct~ 'JnsG It rcr1c,ins t o niscus'3 }1 <'.'1·r the r-ppronch should be made. Ple.:..se 
see my t.::l.lks 't.rith the SuJ.t~n .~ "1.r. ·,·ri~ : hnlik. 

Mr. Y:ip +'11CI m~ ""·O"""+hine- r'bout +'1e aid that lns come i n t hroueh the churches · 
.:md the ch.-:umels thrrmgh wh:i..cl1 .:_;, _: ~..... - :;n fl-i :-tr:i hut~rl.. The Romo.n 0:l.tholic Church, 
acting unofficially through its own ci "'.nnels, hr.i.c 'beon .... ~)le to get aid through to 
Buru and in Central Java. The Nationa.l Council of Chui··:..l ... c._, (i;cc ) h~s bee!: 
<listributing aid in Central J av n and Dj'.l.karta ~s follows : 

Sevent y five (75) ton['\ of milk powder to Buru which W().S supplied by the 
Church's World Service in Neu York. This wo.s sent to the Minister of Social 
Affairs nnd Yap found out th. .... t it did arri ve in Buru. Hollnnd hus promised to 
sc.:nd tools for C.'.ll'pentr~r and for building on Buru. The NCC i G still wo.i ting to 
heru- fr on t1:,... Govcrnmcn-: ·Hhethcr they will waive the import duties; otherwise, 
Holland will a.gre0 t o buy locally. i:hc~· ..., J l seemed to think that it is better to 
send goods ruther tho.n money . One of the rTCC's problems is to check that 
everything sent is received by the prisoners a.nd so although the Governmc~t might 
wish to hancUe the nid the NCC will try to insist that it is sent to their own 
represcntntives ns otherwise there is 11too much waste ' '. 

The NCC h...,1.5 given packages on three occasions: two t0 ~~~·c :::7 o~~ co 
women's camps, tI'..e last time bcin~ in J rmu:--,ry whCl1 they gQ.vc 2 , 500 pnck.'.lgos to ~ 
I!!e:!'l':: ~~cp lleur Dj '1.l:._.i:·tc.. The po.cka ge consisted of a m.:lt and a cushion, soetp for 
w~shing D.Utl for bathing, a sarong n.nd checkers for recreo.tion. They were forbidden 
to give crny literature. 

At Christmas they distributed 726 pucknges to~ men's ca mp and 165 to a camp 
for women. 

1. Medicines 

The NCC ha.s requested medicines from the \lorld Council of Churches in Gcnevn., 
from Holl:m -:-l_ o.nd f rom New York. They pa.rticularly necac~ quinine r.nd 1~edicines 

*(Mr Yap is ChiriPsP ., h;,.,.hlv -:'"'Sp0cted l nwyer , a.nn active in the 
In{ ..... ....,~si ~,., r'ounci 1 of ..,h,1rcher-;) 
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for TB. There is, of course, also scabies Ur.long the prisoners. There is very 
little water nnd no snnita.tion in the camps. 

Mr. Ynp showed r.ie sor.le photographs ta.ken in a courtynrc1. showing a. number of 
prisoners lined up in front of the building and a.lso showing the ceremony of 
handing over the pa.ck.:l.gcs by an Intcrdenominationa.1 tcnm. They were not u.llowed 
to look inside the buildings and on l ater visits they were not o.llowed to take 
any photos. 

I ha.d been told on arrival th~t the Government intended to release 
"all 75,000 'C' prisoners" by the end of the yeDX. But Mr . Yap so.id that- this 
is not going to happen if releases continue at the present rate. At present, Dnly 
small pncknges ranging from twenty to ~ mu.ximum of 250 DXe being released. The 
NCC a.re never told when prisoners a.re going to be released. 

Their- condition is pretty despcra.t<> on release; al though they no longer need 
a. certificntc of non-involvement it is difficult for them to work .:ls employers are 
afro.id to use them for feD:r of the resentment thLlt will be felt elsewhere. (It 
must be-remembered thn.t there is n great denl of unemployment both of the ~pen 
and eonceo.led kind in Indonesia., even for graduates , and thn.t there is a. great 
deal of poverty.) 

Mr. Ynp explained that when released, being for the most part destitute, they 
go to very poor ~ea.s. To single them out for relief would also ea.use resentment 
in these c.re~s and he therefore said thot n relief policy would have to embrace 
probably five times a.s ·many people as the number of prisoners ' who need the relief. 
In other words, to help 200 fnrniliea you would have to help 1, 000 because of the 
surrounding poverty. 

Although the certificate of non-involvement is genernlly no longer requiredt 
in fa.et the local executives, hend of the street community (each street has one) 
hns to check on them consistently. Released prieoncrs ha.ve to report to the loca.l 
executive regulDXly. 

Neither Ya.p nor Mochta.r Lubis knew anything nbout prisoners under house 
arrest. My question seemed to come to them as a surprise but they both anid tb.Clt 
this did not neccssDXily me.'.2!1 that such prisoners do not exist. 

The total is quite simply not kno\lm; fieures fluctuate D.1.1 the time; 
nothing has been published and no-one can see the records. My impression is that 
arrests a.re still being .mnde (See below w~10n Ynp tQlks nbout the treatment being 
given to prisoners in interrog~tion centres) o..s purges are still being carried 
out within the civil service and the army. 

The numbers on Buru mny now a.mount to 10,000 people. Nobody knows how they 
are living; since the one-day visit of journnlists last December no-one else has 
been allowed in. They a.re not allowed a.ny writing materials nor books , not even 
newspapers. The Government said that it would be too expensive to provide them 
with writing Il1ll.teria.ls but this wns an evusion because there are many private 
donors willing to give but nothing would be allowed. 

5. The .. International Red Cross 

There is no Mu.slim arganiantion providing relief. Fnther de Blot in Central 
Java has Muslim students and doctors doing social relief work nnd Mr. Yap thDught 
tb.Clt he keeps some statistics • 

. The Red Cross,. if it can come in, must set up its ovm channel.s so as to nvoid 
~11 suspicion of its motives. The first priority is to get nd.misnion to the 
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interrogntion camps, which is where prisoners are cl.rec.c1fully mo.l trcotcc1. Hr . Yap 
talked about terrible sufferings under interrog~tidn an<l about Nazi metho<ls . It 
would not ~e sufficient for the Re<l Cross merely to have access to the detention 
camps. 

Everywhere I went I was gi von the Btory th.:lt many 'C' C:l.tegory prisoners on 
release me t with much hostility ruict octro.cism when they tried to return to their 
villages . In some cases , I w<:ts told, they askecl. to be re-o.dni tted to the 02 .. mps . 
Mr. Yap thinks thnt this i s DO but th~t the people could eo.sily be persuaded to 
think differently if the Govcrnmcn.t rco.lly gave o. lead; he so.id that except in 
times of cr ises the J ;:wruic::>e: n.re very docile t:nd arc open to persuasion. However, 
it must be r~ co~ni~<::d tho..t Isl.-~ra ja oppoccd to the r clc.:-.:.sc of th0se prisoners. To 
quote Mr. Ynp, i

1They would lik.0 t o sec t hem cle'l.d.. They so.y why must we feed our 
encnics?" 

7. Chinese-Indonesians 

Mnny Chine Ge or Incl.oncsio.:ns of Chinese origin n.re among the 'C' C:\tegory 
prisonerr, , and accordin6 to Yap, were in no sense Communists or fellow-trnvellers. 
They were pulled in very often because of their membership of on ~ssociution 
cc.llcd BAPERKI. This Associ~tion, b~sed on democratic principles, took over the 
Kuomint.:i.ng schools .:.i .. nd then the other Chi:;:iesc schools when they were hnnned ii1 
1956. You pa id n subscription to BAPERKI i n order to insure that your child would 
be educated. However, after the nbortive coup, membership constituted guilt as 
BAPEill<I was ._,ccused of being .:~~.sociuterJ with KPI, because some of the top people 
in BAPERKI were Communists or fellow-travellers . Y3p himself is one of the 
directors. 

(After the f ,'.111 of Suk<'.rno ::, triumvir.:tt e r an the cou..."1try consisting 
of Suharto, the Sult:'n :md J\dm!l Malik, but once Suhnrt .) becurne 
President the other two members of the triumvirnte lo.st power to 
the Generals. All the same , the Sultan is in n politic::tlly strong 
position pw-tly be ea.use he i s .so reRpected and bec.~use he is the 
"Overlord'' of four Economic ;:m(l I ndustria l Depc..rtment s .) 

1 . The Mood of the Peo,le ----------------------·---
When I ro.ised the question of t he pri .:.oncrs he immediL'..tely wished to talk 

about the mood of the people. The ~~iority, he said , were hostile to the 
prisoners and ~fraid . In Central J~v.o. the Communist cells had been brilliantly 
orcpnised .:md he gc.lve the impression thnt the Communist orgunisD.tion still 
persisted but I checked l <.:.ter with N0chtnr Lubis who sai d that the cells had 
been smn.shed. The Sultan referrect to the Communi st atrocities in 1947 which 
had not been forgotten. 

I asked him if the people could be persu.::i.c1ec1 to ch.:-o,.nge their attitude to 
the prisoners. He t~ought this wns possi bl e but th.'..1.t it woul<l take a long time, 
so I a sked him who.t a l term~ tive he saw: would re-s0ttlornent be n pocsibili ty? 
Yes, he thought there could be re-ccttl ement in other islands, not on the model 
of Buru but tha t whole f amilies should be r e-settled tocrether. In 3.Ilswer to a 
question he said tha.t UNDP help would be welcome, but when I so.id thE.t I thought 
th~t the U.N., though willing , would need n forrnnl, official approach, the Sultan 
so.id tha t the President had alre.:i.dy t alked to the United Nations. This must be. 
a. reference to the 1968 meeting 1•at a low level'; but when I mentioned this to 
him he dic1 not appear to understond for he said 11\lhut crui be higher than the 
President?" J\t this stag~ I clid not know how ftlr the UNDP would be willing to 
take the i nitit:ttive but a s will be seen from ny talks with Blickenstaff he is 
quite prepc-rerl to offer his service nnd I do not believe that he needs nn upproach 
from the Indonesi<lll side. All the srnne it would prcb.:t.bly be ul}.wiso if he wants 
to achieve nnythi ng for him to rw .. ke specific proposC"q.s for re-settling prisoners 
except in the context of :something much wider. 
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He said tho.t they wnnted a.11 the ' C' Category pr isoners relecse<l beca.use 
"they nre costing us money". In fnct they nre bcinc relea.sed subject to the 
difficulti es presented by the gene!'.'.:tl hostility of the people towards them. There 
was o. certai n amount of conf used tal k at this point . At fiYst he snitl t hat all 
the ' C' Cc:-.t esor y prisoners had been "r-tcti ve 11

, but then he wo.s prep1.red to admit 
t ho.t there mi ght be mo.ny in justi ces . I :ncmtioned BAPEPJ<I ;m d he l i stened 
u.ttenti vel y but t hen sai d 1:11.h , but those will nll be Chinese" . I t wo.s fairly 
cl ear tho..t he regarded the Chinese ._,s precenting a continui ng <mcl. a l e.sting 
probl em. Although he i s n humnne person I f elt pessimistic nbout his feelings 
towc.rcls t he Chi nese Indonesians; for hirn they repreGcnt a problem which hns a 
very l ow pri ority . It muot be o.c1mi tted that he ho.s a lot of problems on ·r..is 
ho.nds . I a sked him a.bout the forced re - settlement of Chinese (in Pa.ler.ibo.ng a.nrl 
Kalir.ID.Ilto.n?) . There D.re in a<lditi on the f amilies which h~ve been waiting for 
shipment to China. The Republic of Chin.:.. , he said , h .. td let ther:.1 down. They only 
sent two shi ps . There a.re 5 , 000 frunil ies wniting "at our expensen . One cannot 
f eel ver y confident about thei r fate . 

J asked hi m whether he would consider n commi ssion to review the ' C' Ca tegory 
pris oners , but he replie<l 11There is no need of a commissi on , we i nt end to r el ease 
them" . 

3. Red Cross ------------
This seemed a hopeful line . His irmnedic..te response was , "Why should they not 

come? 11 As fo.r as he knew , it ho.d never been discussed. He wns most i nterested 
in the agreement with the Greek Governr.ient which for hir.1 constitutes a. precedent, 
a.nd he under took to look into the m~ttcr if I would send him a note o.bout it . 
Af terwards Mochtar Lubi.s thought tha.t this should he followed up by an i nformal 
letter from the Red Cross t o the Sulto..r. mentioning rrry vi s i t , but I imagi ne tha.t 
this is har<lly possible nnd it mc.y be better to work through Ma.lik (see bel ow). 
Thi s is the most importo..nt mutter for discussi on. 

Air Vice-M~sho.l Budjn.rdjo , Minister of I nformation 

(He i s f airl y young and impressed me a.s being able and potenti ally 
an ally, although there is a. strong strenk of ch:'.1.uvinism in him. 
He is clen.rly c. eoo~ public servant c'.lild prob~bly uncorruptible . Hi s 
poli ticc.l r e cord Cloe s him credit . For the l nst ten yeo.rs before 
1965 Suk'u.·no kept him out of the country in vnrious diplom.:ttic posts , 
first ns Air Attnche to EGYPt ~fter he had joined 0 circle of young 
thinkers , incluc~.ing Mochtetr Lu bi s , who were opposed to the WD.y the 
country wo..s bei ns le-1 . It wns he who co..ve Mocht.~ Lubis the licence 
to restctrt hi s newspnpcr , Indones i a Rc.yo o) 

He wo.s i :iclinec1 to pa.int .:t r a ther rosy view of the sta.te of the prisoners. 
Not only D.re the ' C' C:1tei;ory bi;i .ng relcusec1 bnt there i s n good cl.eal of leni ency 
shown to the others . He so.id , for exlliilple , th;1.t , when ill , ' A' pri.soners are 
o.llowed to go to hospit[t]. o.nd r e ceive visitors without any supervision; ' B' 
prisoners are nllowed bock to their villc.ges nnd visits to their f.:tmilie s - it is 
no use them trying to escape for this ,;\·JOulrl be their doom". These points were 
no.de to t:le when I u.sked why the intellectu.:il prisoners should not be allowed to 
have books .:tnd writing ma.terinl s . As for Buru , f o..milies will s o o.s soon a.s the 
prisoners are economicnlly self-supporting. He thought tha t this might be perhaps 
in one yen.r's time . He referred to DW'.'u ~s o.. concentration c~mp . 

1. Red Cross 

When pressecl. he ~<lmittec1 that there mus t i n<leerl be ho.rdships o.nd n certa in 
nmount of illness o.nd c1iseo.se . At first he wns very resistant to the ideu. of the 
Reel Cross coming in o.nd Gai~ thnt they should work throur,h the Inuonesio.n Red 
Cross , but he was very interest ed to learn of the Rc<l Cross agreement with Greece 
o.nd he wns f nvournble to cm nrrangement which would .:lttr.:i.ct no publicity. He ho.cl 
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been afr nid, I think, tha t the Red Cross would be used as n stick with which to 
beat the Indonesian Government. I tolcl. him thett I woulc1. be discus.sins the 
question of the Red Cross with JI.Cl.nm Malik in Manilc. out I di c1 not mention to him 
tht'..t I hnd discussed it with "':he Sul tnn. Hi; would be glnd to hr.we c. copy of the 
agreement with the Greok Gov~·. nment, but =s I only hnd one copy I reserved it for 
Malik. 

2. UNDP 

He sponto.neously r~ntione<l UNDP o.nd snid th~t their help wouJtl be 
unacceptable: this wns something the Indonesi.::.n C:0vcrnmcnt could look nfter 
themselves. He gave me the impress ion t !1n t the. Indonesian Government wa n unlikely 
to r.ic.ke nn official requcEt for U.No a id with re - settling prisoners because 
(n) this U.No agency wn c not free of politic~ influence from countries hostile 
to Indonesia (Lubis l a ter oxplnined thc.t he probably meant the Communist countries 
and in particula.~ the Soviet Union), nnd (b) re- settlement wa.s n much bigccr 
problem nffecting millions of Javanese: let UNDP help with this o.ntl within this 
wider context perhaps the probleos of the prisoners could be fitted in. 

I asked hir.i whether the village hostility to released prisoners could not 
be c.bn.ted by his Ministry. He said tha t he wu.c c1oing his best to work for 
rcconcilin.tion. His line n.ppnrently is that wha.t evor people m.:ly think of the 
prisoners thei:r- children c...ro citizens nnd must be accepted <.:ts full p~ticip:mts 

in the future of Indonesia . (Th: -. line h, td ec}.,ocs for me of s oil!c British 
propngancl.a a bout first generation coloured i mmj t::;rar..ts nnd their chilclreno) He 
so.id that Indon~si.:t is still in mnny wo.ys "- feudal society nnd th:lt one must work 
through the locnl lea ders. He has 3,000 officers dovm to district level who 
report to him on sentiment . He thinks thnt the mood is ch.:mging for the better 
nnd Gave 1 .2 n f ~w concrete cx1.r.iplo0 , but he h.:ts to reckon with ruin make 
conce.:;sioiw to l·:uslim opinion and the strength of I s l r.J!li.c s c::1tirnent. Ee explained, 
for exrunple i tli...nt he opens his r adio !'l'Ot;r <lm!11c G with rearl.ings from t he Kornn nnd 
in some ree~ects he s.:tid he i s copyinc wlE\t is being done in Mnl a ya since the 
May 1969 mo.sso..cn~s of t he Chine ce . He hopes to g.::tin t he co"l.fidence of the lor:J-1 
t'.usli1n lec:td~rship anLl work throu13h it, but he doscribccl. the ro..mificc.tions and 
C' •mplexi ties:> of l~usLi_m orgnniso.tion us a web. As in other matters he wa s inclined 
to give me r o.ther a , osy picture but , ~s I h .::tv e sn.id, I think thett provided 
Infl.onesic.n pride ~'1.d -:-u.s~eptibilitics were reopected he would v10-~ ~c f a irly 
humnnely to crea te a iettor climnte for the relense of the prisoners . 

Dr. Mohn.mm~ 1 Hci.ttn 

(Hnttn wns one of the loaders of the Independence novcment in I nc1onesin , 
w.:.1.s Vicc - Prcsi cl.cnt uncl.er Suko.rno nnd · is now .:m elder st.:i.t c cr.i:m. He ha s 
refused office be ~Guse of his heo_l th 1 but is nctvisor to the Prc~j clent . ) 

We t olked pretty gcnernlly ~bout t he pr i 3oners nnd he undertook to spoQ.k ·_0 

the President nbout the Reel. Cross . He su~gcsted t!'l~:t I t Glk to t he l:cnc1 of th0 · 
Indoncsirui TI~ d Cross my:>cJ4: but I 0e cided not to :i.fter consulting 11ochtar Lu.biL, 
been.use I felt s11rc t11.C -f: he could tclce no initintive ~nd beco.use Amne s ty ho.cl not 
~entioned t he m to me in their briefi~g. 

Adum Mn.lik 

Unfortunn tely, ns I so.id e::.i.rlier, this wa s n sna tched ~ ;1 -'-0.:.~-\ ·. 0w with M.:i.lik 
in his hotel in the ten minutes r emnining t o him before r "" b.~_r1 t r l eave to ca tch 
o.n ~eropl ~ne . I vms ver y cl :-.~. to fin{ t h ... ".t he cti.11 h<' n :!°'3~ · lings of w-:.:.rm fri ena.­
ship townrds me <lnd my •·rife, c.l t hough we h1v1 ri0t ':~en one a.nether since 1956 , but 
he knew ctll Gbout wha t we hn d been doing f or Moch t cr Lub··_s . Whe n I so.ia. tfl.o.t I 
was ClllXious to help Amnesty in -::.ny '•mv :r>o r·~iblc ..... 11cl. of c0urse to help t he prisoners, 
he wa.s very sympa thetic but he r e fer r cf immea.intely to ~he suspicion of h mnesty 
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pc.rticulnrly .:unont; the Gencrc.ls , which he had ho..d to fight 1r,oinst . I ~m sure 
thnt it would be very useful when I write to him to send him copies of the Amnesty 
Report on Israel nnd the British Section's Report on Prisoners of Conscience in 
Eastern Europe. He s nitl that he hoped there would be ~ mnss relcnse of 'C' 
Cntegory prisoners next August but there wns no time to go further i nto this . He 
ac;reed thn.t there r11ust be .:i. grent dec.l of hetrdship nnd sufferi ng in the cnr.lps a.nd 
he wo.s i nterested in the ICTIC Greek document which he Gl .:mced through a.nd which I 
left with hi m. 

I nsked nbout protocol . 
they hnve to be invited? He 
to him. He would then spe.:lk 
.:l!lythin1.:; that you advise . 

Blickenstaff J UNDP 

Coul cl. the i nitin.tive come fror.i the Red Cross or did 
so.id that I shoulc1 write to the ICRC nnd send a copy 
to the President . I .:tr.1 no..tura.lly very willing to do 

(He struck me as the best type of internAtiona.l civil serv.:l!lt , n 
devote<l collcogue of Ifamr.io.rskj8l cl in whose Secrcto.ri c:i.t he served. 
He is a.lso n great friend of Geroge Iv.:l!l Smith. He headed the 
U.N. presence in Beirut in 1958 a.n<l later wa.s four yeo.:rs in Delhi 
.:tnd five ye::trs in Kualn Lumpur before moving to Djakarta. . He is 
therefore very experienced.) 

At first he wa s n l ittle reserved nbout becomi ng i nvolved in the question of 
the prisoners but 1.:-..ter I founcl. th.:::i.t he would be most willing to take initiatives 
if he were nskecl. to . One c:-lnnot e~~ect him to sto.rt from scrntch. I gatherec1. 
that the ~"DP has been hel d vaguely at o.rms l ength thoueh I do not think it is 
rego.rned with nny hostili ty i nspi te of wha.t Budjc..rdjo suic. . Blickenstaff hl:l..s 
strong views ~bout the ineffectivenes s OT worse of the Indonesic:n bureaucracy and 
the inefficiency of o. cystem where so mx1y dcp.:-..rtments overlap . He would like to 
suggest th..~t nn autonomous c.ccncy be set up for re- settlement on the lines of what 
h::i.s been c1one by Tun Rnznk in Mc..l .:lyw. . I introC:uccd him to Mochtar Lubis who 
wculd be prepared, I think, to ventilate these i deas in hi s newspaper , nnd I nlso 
introduced him to Professor Joh:umes of Jog j ckartn Uni-rersi ty , who i s n member of 
the Supreme t.dvi sory Council c.nc1. of the Commi ssion of Four which hc:i.s been set up 
by the President to stnmp out corruption. 

I hu.d several lone tu.lks with Dlickenstu.ff nn(l I run sure that he is very 
npproo.chnble an<l is not u.frni <l either of protocol or of getting out of step with 
his headquarters in New York . He could find no record in his office of the 1968 
meeting with the President nncl wr>.s mystifi ed a.bout it . It shoul<l be remembered 
th~t he has only been in Djo.karta. a few months . 

** ** ** ** ** 

E. J. B. Rose 

5th May , 1970 




