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the Rashtriya Rifles who were accompan-
ied by unidentified armed men. Investi-
gations into his abduction and death
continued in the High Court in Jammu and
Kashmir.

In September, in the State of Andhra
Pradesh, Dr Ameda Narayana, a doctor
practising in an area where the govern-
ment faces armed opposition, was report-
edly shot dead by members of the police.

Reports were received that harassment,
abduction, rape and deliberate and arbit-
rary killings perpetrated by so-called
“renegades” in Jammu and Kashmir, and
by other such groups, in Assam and other
states, were carried out with the support
of the security forces. Parag Kumar Das
was killed by suspected former members
of the armed opposition group United Lib-
eration Front of Assam (ULFA), known as
SULFA (surrendered ULFA), acting on behalf
of the state authorities. Parag Das's son,
Rohan Das, aged eight, was injured in the
shooting.

At least two people were judicially ex-
ecuted and at least 30 were sentenced to
death or remained on death row.

Armed opposition groups committed
grave human rights abuses, including tor-
ture, deliberate and arbitrary killings of
civilians, and hostage-taking. In May, fol-
lowing public threats that anyone particip-
ating in the elections would be killed,
armed opposition groups in Jammu and
Kashmir killed several election candi-
dates. The victims included a Congress
leader, his wife and two children who
were killed in Rajauri, and election
officials who were blown up in a bus in
Dada.

In January, Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern at the quashing of the
Srikrishna Enquiry, a judicial inquiry into
allegations of police killings during the
riots in Bombay in 1992 and 1993 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). The inquiry was subsequently rein-
stated in May 1996 during the brief tenure
of the Bp government. In February, Am-
nesty International published a report,
India: Harjit Singh - in continuing pursuit
of justice, which documented the virtual
immunity from prosecution for human
rights violations afforded by the operation
of the legal process.

In March, a report, Amnesty Interna-
tional and India, provided a detailed sum-
mary of the organization's concerns in

India, particularly in relation to legislation
and the legal process.

In April, Amnesty International sent an
open letter to all political parties on the
occasion of the general elections, setting
out its human rights concerns, The organ-
ization issued a number of appeals to the
security forces and armed opposition
groups in Jammu and Kashmir, calling for
human rights to be respected in the elec-
tion period. Concerns were raised about
attacks on political leaders and their de-
tention under house arrest, death threats
against civilian electoral officials and har-
assment of journalists and human rights
defenders.

In July and August, Amnesty Interna-
tional delegates were granted access to In-
dia to conduct research for the second
time in 16 years and held talks with gov-
ernment officials. members of the NHRC
and numerous human rights activists. In
September, the or ion published a
report, India: Human rights abuses in the
election period in Jammu and Kashmir,
which had been submitted to the Indian
Government during the visit. The report
detailed abuses by the security forces,
“renegade” and armed opposition groups,
and recommended, among other things,
the disarming and disbanding of “rene-
gade” groups. The government dismissed
the report as containing “baseless and ab-
surd allegations”, while acknowledging
inquiries instituted into the killing of Jalil
Andrabi and Ghulam Rasool Sheikh.

In July, Amnesty International called
for the release of the five foreign hostages
held since July 1995 in Jammu and Kash-
mir (see Amnesty International Report
1996).

INDONESIA AND
EAST TIMOR

At least 137 prisoners of conscience were
d d. Nine were d to prison
terms and at least 20 others were on trial
or awaiting trial at the end of the year.
Hundreds of people, including possible
prisoners of conscience, were arrested
and held briefly without charge or trial.
At least 208 political prisoners sentenced
in previous years, many of them prisoners
of conscience, remained imprisoned. At
least 187 political prisoners received




prison sentences aﬁer unfalr trials.
Torture of d i
was common, and in several ( cases res
ulted in death. At least one person was
believed to have “disappeared” in East
Timor; dozens of people were killed by
members of the security forces in sus-
picious circumstances. Previous cases of
“disappearances" and extrajudicial exe-

d unresolved. At least 26
people remamed on death row at the end
of the year, There were no executions. An
armed opp group d hu-
man rights abuses including deliberate
and arbitrary killings and hostage-taking.

The government faced continued
armed opposition from groups seeking in-
dependence in East Timor, Irian Jaya and
Aceh. Access by international and domes-
tic human rights monitoring organizations
to East Timor and parts of Indonesia con-
tinued to be restricted.

In March, the Chairman of the un Com-
mission on Human Rights made a state-
ment, which was accepted by the member
states of the Commission, reiterating con-
cern about the human rights situation in
East Timor and calling on the Indonesian
Government to implement undertakings
contained in previous Chairman’s state-
ments, including the release of East Timo-
rese detained in connection with the 1991
Santa Cruz massacre in Dili. Also in
March, in his report of a visit to Indonesia
and East Timor in December 1995, the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
called on the government to grant inter-
national human rights non-governmental
organizations full access to Indonesia and
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East Timor; to repeal the Anti-subversion
Law: to grant clemency to individuals de-
tained in connection with the Santa Cruz
massacre; and to continue the search for
the dead and “disappeared” in the mas-
sacre.

In July, the human rights situation in
Indonesia deteriorated sharply when the
Jakarta headquarters of the Indonesian
Democratic Party (Pp1), occupied by sup-
porters of ousted party leader Megawati
Sukarnoputri, was raided by hundreds of
police and alleged supporters of a govern-
ment-backed rival faction of the ppi Fol-
lowing the raid and subsequent riots, the
government launched a crack-down on op-
position groups. In September, the author-
ities announced restrictions on election
campaigning during 1997, including in-
creased police powers to ban campaigning
activities they considered to be a threat to
public safety.

Investigations by Indonesia’s National
Human Rights Commission (Komnas HAM)
revealed evidence of human rights viola-
tions, including “excessive behaviour” by
the military leading to the deaths of three
students during protests in Ujung Pandang
in April. In October, Komnas HAM released
areport on the raid on the ppi headquarters
and the riots which followed, which
blamed the riots on the violence with
which the raid was conducted. Komnas
HAM reported that five people were killed
during the raid or riots, 149 were injured
and 23 were missing. Komnas HAM opened
an office in Dili, East Timor, in October
and announced its intention to open an of-
fice in Irian Jaya.

At least 137 prisoners of conscience, in-
cluding human rights and political activ-
ists, were detained during the year. Nine
were sentenced to terins of imprisonment
and at least 20 were on trial or awaiting
trial at the end of the year.

At least 108 people were arrested dur-
ing a crack-down on peaceful opposition
activities following the raid on the ppI
headquarters in July. Most were released
without charge, some after being held in-
communicado for weeks in military cus-
tody, but 12 were charged with subversion
or under legislation which prohibits
“spreading hatred” against the govern-
ment. They included several members of a
left-wing political organization accused by
the government of instigating the riots.
Their trials began in December.
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Muchtar Pakpahan, an independent
trade union leader, was arrested in July
after attempting to arrange a meeting
between a foreign journalist and an eye-
witness to the raid on the ppi headquarters.
His trial, on a charge of subversion, began
in December. In November, the Supreme
Court reimposed on him a four-year prison
sentence it had quashed in May 1995 (see
Amnesty International Report 1996).

In July, three labour activists were ar-
rested and later charged with subversion
for their involvement in a peaceful labour
demonstration in the town of Surabaya.
Their trials began in December. In Octo-
ber, two men, Andi Syahputra and Dasrul,
were arrested at a printing house in Jakarta
for their alleged role in printing an in-
dependent Suara Independ
Andi Syahputra was charged with “in-
sulting the President” and ‘“expressing
feelings of hostility, hatred or contempt to-
ward the government”.

In May, Sri Bintang Pamungkas, a poli-
tician, was sentenced to 34 months’ im-
prisonment for “insulting the President”
in remarks he was alleged to have made
during a seminar in Germany in 1995 (see
Amnesty International Report 1996). In
June, he lodged an appeal against the sen-
tence, but in December it was announced
that the sentence had been upheld.

In November, Danang Kukuh Wardoyo,
sentenced to 20 months’ imprisonment
for his alleged role in disseminating an un-
licensed publication in September 1995,
was released. Two journalists convicted
with him remained in prison.

At least 22 East Timorese prisoners of
conscience were serving prison sentences
of up to life imprisonment. They included
six East Timorese convicted of “publicly
expressing hatred towards the govern-
ment” during a pro-independence demon-
stration in Dili in February and sentenced
to one year's imprisonment. In May, Jose
Antonio Belo was released after 17
months’ imprisonment for his role in a
peaceful pro-independence demonstration
in January 1995 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1996). Eleven people tried
and convicted for their alleged role in the
same demonstration were expected to be
released in early 1997.

Hundreds of people, including peaceful
political activists, were subjected to short-
term detention and harassment by the
security forces. Four men from Irian

Jaya were arbitrarily detained in Jakarta
and held incommunicado for up to nine
days before being released without charge.
The four appeared to have been arrested
in connection with peaceful protests in
Jakarta concerning Irian Jaya. At least 300
East Timorese were believed to have been
arbitrarily detained, including five men
who were arrested in November because
they were thought to have publicized in-
formation about the killing of two civilians
by the military in September.

At least 208 political prisoners, many of
them prisoners of conscience, continued
to serve sentences of up to life imprison-
ment, imposed in previous years after un-
fair trials, for alleged links with armed
secessionist movements in East Timor,
Irian Jaya and Aceh, and with Islamic and
political activism. At least 14 prisoners
convicted for their alleged role in a 1965
coup attempt, remained imprisoned; many
were prisoners of conscience and all were
imprisoned after unfair trials. All were
elderly and most were suffering from ser-
ious ill health. Five had spent more than
25 years on death row, including former
parliamentarian Sukatno.

At least 187 political prisoners were
sentenced, many reportedly after unfair
trials, to prison terms of up to 10 years.
They included 115 people sentenced to up
to four months and three days' imprison-
ment for refusing to disperse from the ppi
headquarters in Jakarta during the raid in
July. All 115 were believed to be sup-
porters of ousted ppi leader Megawati
Sukarnoputri. In Irian Jaya, at least 31
men were tried for their alleged role in
disturbances which took place in March
in Abepura, Irian Jaya. The men received
sentences of up to one year's imprison-
ment. In August, six men were sentenced
to prison terms ranging from two to 10
years in Merauke, Irian Jaya, for an armed
attack in which an Indonesian soldier was
killed. They were reportedly pressurized
by the authorities not to appeal against the
sentences. In East Timor, 21 people were
imprisoned for their alleged role in dis-
turbances in Baucau, East Timor. All 21
were believed to have been tried without
legal representation and to have been de-
nied information about the scheduling of
their trials, which resulted in them having
inadequate time to prepare their defence.

There were numerous reports of torture
and ill-treatment by the security forces.



Five people arrested outside a church dur-
ing disturbances in Abepura, Irian Jaya,
were reportedly taken to a security post
and kicked, hit and slashed with a knife
by soldiers before being released without
charge the following dey. Three East Tim-
orese were hospitalized after being se-
verely beaten by members of the security
forces when they were expelled from the
German Embassy in )akarta, where they
had attempted to seek asylum. The three
were promptly arrested by soldiers waiting
outside the Embassy who beat and kicked
them. The three men were reportedly de-
tained for two days before being released
without charge.

Torture and ill-treatment of criminal
suspects were also commonplace and
sometimes resulted in death. In October,
Tjetje Tadjudin died in police custody
after he had apparently told police that
he believed members of the Indonesian
Armed Forces were involved in a robbery
to which he had been a witness. The post-
mortem reportedly demonstrated that
Tietje Tadjudin died from injuries consist-
ent with torture. A police lieutenant was
arrested in October in connection with his
death.

“Disappearances” continued to be re-
ported. Despite a police inquiry an-
nounced in February 1995, there was no
information about the fate of five men
believed to have "disappeared” after they
were arrested in Dili in January 1995.

Dozens of people were believed to have
been killed by the security forces in sus-
picious circumstances. In August, Faud
Muhammad Syafruddin. a journalist, was
severely beaten by two men after publish-
ing articles about local government cor-
ruption; he died three days later. There
were allegations that local government
officials may have been involved in Faud
Muhammad Syafruddin’s death, and in
November Komnas HAm announced that
his death was linked to his publication of
controversial articles.

Several East Timorese were reportedly
killed by members of the security forces in
suspicious circumstances. In September,
two men were reportedly shot by soldiers
as they stopped at a military check-point
on a road to the East Timorese town of
Viqueque. in November, Komnas HAM an-
nounced an investigation into their deaths.

Many killings and “disappearances” in
previous years remained unresolved. In
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February. a military court sentenced four
soldiers to prison terms of between one
and three years in connection with the
killing of three civilians in the village of
Hoea in Irian Jaya in May 1995. However,
13 other killings and four “disappear-
ances” in the same area of Irian Jaya, con-
firmed by Komnas HAMin September 1995,
were not investigated by the authorities.
The authorities did not initiate investiga-
tions into the fate of the estimated 270
people killed and 200 others “disap-
peared” during the 1991 Santa Cruz mas-
sacre in East Timor, despite being urged to
do so by the un Commission on Human
Rights and the un High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

At least 26 people remained on death
row at the end of the year, including five
political prisoners who had been under
sentence of death for over 25 years. No
executions were carried out.

An opposition group committed human
rights abuses including hostage-taking and
summary executions. In January, the Free
Papua Movement (opM) took 26 people
hostage in Mapunduma village, in the
Baliem Valley area of Irian Jaya. Several of
the hostages were released, but 11 Indone-
sians and foreigners were only released
after a military operation in May. Two of
the Indonesian hostages were believed to
have been killed by the opm during the re-
lease operation.

Amnesty International repeatedly ap-
pealed for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all prisoners of
conscience, for the review of cases of po-
litical prisoners imprisoned after unfair
trials, and for urgent steps to be taken to
end torture, extrajudicial executions and
the use of the death penalty.

Amnesty International published re-
ports in July, East Timor: Going through
the motions: in August, Indonesia: The
1965 prisoners — how many more will die
in jail?; and in November. Indonesia: Ar-
rests, torture and intimidation - the gov-
ernment’s response to its critics.

Ina to the UN Cc ion on
Human Rights in April, Amnesty Interna-
tional included reference to its concerns in
both Indonesia and East Timor. In an oral
statement to the UN Special Committee on
Decolonization in July, Amnesty Interna-
tional described its concerns about extra-
judicial executions, torture and other
human rights violations in East Timor. In
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January, Amnesty International called on
the oPM to release 13 people taken hostage
in Irian Jaya.

I
IRAN
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Thousands of political prisoners were
held during the year, including prisoners
of conscience. Some were held without
charge or trial; others were serving long
prison sentences after unfair trials. There
were continuing reports of torture and ill-

tr The judicial p of
flogging and amputation were imple-
d. Several “disappearances” and

d extrajudicial were

reported. At least 110 prisoners were ex-
ecuted, including political prisoners,
some after unfair trials.

The government, headed by President
‘Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, continued
to face armed opposition from the Irag-
based Peoples’ Mojahedin Organization of
Iran (pmor) and organizations such as the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran (kppr1),
Arab groups in Khuzestan, and Baluchi
groups in Sistan-Baluchistan.

In July, Iranian forces attacked koP1
bases in northern Iraq following reports of
attacks by kori members on Iranian forces
inside Iran. In September, following fight-
ing between rival Kurdish factions in
northern Iraq (see Iragentry), tens of thou-
sands of Kurdish refugees fled to Iran.

In December, riots broke out in
Bakhtaran (formerly Kermanshah) prov-
ince following the death in disputed cir-
cumstances of a Sunni religious leader,
Molla Mchammad Rabi‘i. Several people,
including a police officer, reportedly died
and an unknown number were arrested.

In March and April, two rounds of elec-
tions took place for the fifth Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (ica), Iran’s Parliament.
Arrests were reported following demon-
strations in Tabriz after a local candidate
was disqualified. Scores, if not hundreds,
of people, including 32 women, were re-
portedly beld at the end of the year. It was
not known if they had been tried.

In May, the ica passed an amendment
extending the moharebeh (enmity towards
God) clause of the Penal Code to include
espionage, punishable by a mandatory
death sentence. Thousands of prisoners
were believed to have been executed un-
der this clause since 1979. It was not clear
if the law had come into force by the end
of the year. In July, the revised fifth book
of the Penal Code (Law on Ta'zirot) came
into force. Its provisions appeared to allow
the possibility of imprisonment for the
peaceful exercise of political or other be-
liefs while dozens of offences were pun-
ishable by flogging.

In January and February, the UN Special
Rapporteur on freedom of expression and
the UN Special Representative on the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran visited the country.
In April and August, the uN Commission
on Human Rights and the uN Sub-Commis-
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities adopted resolu-
tions condemning human rights violations
in Iran (see Amnesty International Report
1996).

Prisoners of conscience beld during the
year included Dhabihullah Mahrami, a
Baha'i accused of apostasy. He was sen-
tenced to death in January, but the sen-
tence was overturned on appeal by the
Supreme Court. He remained detained at
the end of the year, apparently awaiting a
fresh trial on the same charges before a dif-
ferent court. In August, another Baha'i,
Musa Talibi, was sentenced to death for
apostasy. He had been arrested in June
1994 in Esfahan and sentenced to 10 years’
imprisonment, reduced to 18 months on
appeal. Following an appeal by the pro-
secution, the Supreme Court referred the
case to a Revolutionary Court which sen-
tenced Musa Talibi to death. At least 10
other Baha'is were also held at the end of
the year, including Bihnam Mithaqi and
Kayvan Khalajabadi whose death sen-
tences were confirmed by the Supreme
Court in February (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1996). Information was re-




